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QOFFICE OF THE BISHOP

April 29, 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,
Peace-Filled Greetings in Our Lord Jesus Christ!

As we approach the 250th anniversary of the founding of our nation this July, we give thanks for
the many blessings entrusted to us by Our Lord, especially the gift of religious freedom. This
freedom allows us to worship Our Lord openly and to proclaim our faith in both word and
witness. It is a gift we are called to receive with gratitude and to safeguard with care.

In preparation for this anniversary, we as a Diocese have been offering prayer and weekly
Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament interceding for our country. As a key part of these
national celebrations, on June 11, 2026, the bishops of the United States will consecrate our
country to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. [ invite you, the faithful followers of Christ in the Diocese
of Green Bay to join in this consecration of our country to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The
USCCB has prepared many resources to assist us in this consecration including a Novena to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, a prayer for the consecration itself, guidance for local celebrations of the
consecration and a lot more information to assist you.

The USCCB resources for the Consecration of the United States to the Sacred Heart of Jesus can
be found at https://www.usccb.org/weholdthesetruths. Please take a moment right now to
familiarize yourself with these resources from the USCCB as well as the diocesan resources in
this letter to be used in your parish.

In a particular way, I strongly encourage each of you to celebrate the Feast of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus on June 12 for the intention of the consecration of our nation. This provides a meaningful
opportunity to unite our people in prayer and devotion. I also encourage you to invite families
within your parish to consecrate themselves to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, making this not only a
communal but also a deeply personal act of faith.

Recently, I was blessed to celebrate Mass for Divine Mercy Sunday at the National Shrine of the
Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, MA. As I prepared for this celebration and homily, I recalled the
great need we as a people and country have for God’s divine mercy.



As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the founding of our country, interceding for our nation
takes on greater importance. We need intercessory prayer more than ever. As I prepared for the
homily, I recalled the words of Cardinal Wuerl at the Synod of Bishops on the New
Evangelization in 2012. Cardinal Wuerl publicly noted that we are experiencing a “tsunami of
secularism” in our country. He highlighted the fast and all-encompassing rate of change that was
literally sweeping our nation, very much like a weather tsunami sweeps a territory and takes the
lives of many people and everything in its wake. That was a sobering comment; I will never
forget.

Fortunately, Our Lord has given us the antidote for this massive cultural change and growth of
secularism in our country: prayer. I firmly believe that the only real remedy and healing for this
phenomenon is a “Tsunami of Divine Mercy.” I am praying for this kind of tsunami to begin and
ask all of you to pray together the Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. And through our
prayers, may we experience a “tsunami of Divine Mercy.”

I am so grateful to each and every one of you. Thank you for your faithful and steadfast prayer
for our nation in this 250 anniversary. May this Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus bear
great fruit in our lives and throughout our Nation.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Have Mercy on Us!
With peace-filled blessings, as I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bang. ™ '

- W L Rickon

The Most Reverend David L. Ricken, DD, JCL
Bishop of Green Bay



CONSECRATING THE UNITED STATES
B TO THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

As part of the celebration of the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
Bishop David Ricken invites all parishes to join dioceses across the nation in consecrating our country to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Below are resources for individuals and families to prepare and participate:

Consecrate Your Family to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/consecration-of-the-family-
to-the-sacred-heart-of-jesus-271

Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-sacred-heart-jesus

Preparing Our Hearts 2026
https://popesprayerusa.net/preparing-our-hearts-2026/

Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

https://www.usccb.org/novena-sacred-heart-jesus

250 Hours of Adoration

https://www.usccb.org/250-hours-adoration

Celebration within Mass

https://www.usccb.org/local-celebrations-consecration-united-states-
america-most-sacred-heart-jesus

250 Works of Mercy
https://www.usccb.org/250-works-mercy

Questions? Contact the Office of Divine Worship

O 920-272-8341
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